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Council,, and by this means he has sought to neutralize
any local jealousies or local partialities which there may
be. Secondly, the Maharaja is not afraid of an experiment.
He does not of course pick up the first man he meets, but
when once he is satisfied that he has found the man he
wants he is willing to make the venture. It may be added
that he gives you no inkling of what is in his mind. He
will ask you questions which seem to be ordinary causerie
but which have a relevance that you do not suspect. Let
it be set down to the reputation of Baroda that my friends
congratulated me that the offer had come from that
State, and let it be added that I have never had cause to
regret my adventure.

Another new experience awaited the Maharaja in the
shape of pheasant-shooting at the place of LordGreenway
in Hampshire. The Maharaja was accompanied here by
Major Grimble, the European aide-de-camp whom he had
known for some time past, but who was now definitely
added to the staff. It was he too who initiated the Maha-
raja into the mysteries of fox-hunting, and helped him
through his first experience. They had two days' excel-
lent shooting, in which the Mkharaja took his full share,
but what appealed most to his love of method was the
clock-work precision with which all the arrangements
were carried out. Not a beater was out of his place, and
not a hitch occurred to mar the enjoyment of the guests.

VIII

On the 16th January the Maharaja was again in Baroda,
and not long afterwards he set out on two short tours of
inspection to see for himself the ravages wrought by the
floods. It is not unusual to see in an Indian village the
doleful remains of a house with walls gaping and roof
collapsed, for the people have not that sense of civic duty